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Collector’s Antique Mall, featuring more than 30,000 square feet of antiques and collectables. 
Bicentennial Park is a beautiful green space park situated in the center of downtown that showcases 
a variety of concerts and special events…all located along Sunset Avenue recognized as a “Great 
Main Street” by the Great Places in North Carolina. And that’s just in downtown!

One of the largest attractions in the state is the world’s largest zoo! The North Carolina Zoo delivers fun 
with family and friends, face-to-face animal encounters, enchanting outdoor art, glorious gardens, 
and is considered an international leader in wildlife conservation. You’ll find yourself surrounded 
by some of Africa’s giants including elephants, rhinos, and giraffes; share the love of gorillas with 
Mousaba and his six-member troop; welcome polar bear Nikita as he joins Anana in polar plunges 
at the Rocky Coast; or join in the fun at the Mud Café in KidZone. ZooFari offers guests up-close 
views of the 38-acre Watani Grasslands and the animals who reside there; and AirHike, a 
23-obstacle ropes course, offers visitors a birds-eye view of the Zoo from the trees. 

Just minutes from the zoo, guests soar through the scenic foothills of the Uwharrie Mountains at 
Richland Creek Zip Line and Canopy Tour, a 14-station zipline with creek views that has over a 
mile-and-a-half of cable, and three sky-bridges. 

The Uwharrie National Forest is popular with outdoor enthusiasts. The Historic Pisgah Covered 
Bridge, located in the Uwharries, is one of only two remaining covered bridges in North Carolina, 
and is a great spot for photography, picnics, and short nature walks. The nearby North Carolina 
Aviation Museum & Hall of Fame is a fantastic place for military aviation history buffs.

Baseball enthusiasts can enjoy summertime baseball with the Asheboro Copperheads at tradi-
tion-rich McCrary Park featuring the Coastal Plain League’s rising stars. Tot Hill Farm Golf Club, 
just 
off Hwy 49 near the aviation museum, is the only 4.5 star rated golf course in the Piedmont Triad, 
and has been ranked 7th Hardest Course in America by Golf Digest. Asheboro Country Club, 

located in the Caraway Mountains area 
west of Asheboro, is an 18-hole cham-
pionship course that cuts through tall 
oaks and towering pines and features a 
spring-fed lake. Designed by the famed 
Donald Ross in 1935, Asheboro Munic-
ipal Golf Course is a popular public 
nine-hole course 
on 56 acres of property that features 
beautiful tree-lined greenways. 

It’s impossible to experience all that 
Asheboro has to offer in just one visit, 

Asheboro
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Jerry Bledsoe
NY Times Best Selling 

Author

“I’ve written over twenty books, 
including Bitter Blood, a New York 
Times Best Seller. The first book I 
wrote was The World’s Number One, 
Flat-out, All Time Great Stock Car 
Racing book written in 1975. Having 
traveled the world, I’ve lived in this 
same house with my wife for 45 
years. We always wanted stability 
for our son Eric and once we got 
here in Randolph County we knew it 
would be home. We live in a beautiful 
spot and I’ve always known this is
the place where I’m supposed to be. 
I’ve never looked back, I love it here. 
There’s a lot of creative energy here 
and it’s beautiful and close to 
everything we need. What more 
could I ask for?”

Asheboro, named an All-America City by the National Civic League, is 
conveniently located in the Heart of North Carolina approximately 70 
miles from the capital Raleigh, and Charlotte. There are many reasons why 
Asheboro has become a great destination in recent years because there are 
so many things to do and enjoy for people of all ages! From seeing one of the 
largest private collections of Harley Davidson© motorcycles in the country 
at American Classic Motorcycle Museum, to concerts, plays, and shows at the 
Historic Sunset Theatre. Foodies of all sorts will enjoy many of the locally 
owned downtown restaurants. From delicious Southern food including one of 
America’s top-rated fried chicken restaurants, Magnolia 23; to European-style 
café, The Table Farmhouse Bakery, where you can sit outside on a sunny day 
under an umbrella enjoying delicious farm-to-table food. Bia’s Gourmet 
Hardware offers upscale dining, and there is always something on the menu that you won’t find 
anywhere else. Big and small kids alike will enjoy Mike’s Chicago Dog and More; and Central 
Bakery, a local institution for more than 70 years, is great for those with a sweet tooth. Other 
popular places include Positano Italian Restaurant, The Flying Pig Food & Spirits, Times Square 
Pizzeria, and Hop’s
Barbecue, serving locals 
for more than 60 years. 
For craft beer lovers, 
Four Saints Brewing 
Company has great 
locally brewed beer, or 
you can gather with your 
friends at Lumina Wine 
& Beer. Unique shops 
on downtown’s quaint 
Sunset Avenue include 
Randolph Arts Guild Gift 
Shop, Brightside Gallery, 
and an entire row of thrift 
and antique shops like 
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Archdale
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“I grew up in Archdale and Trinity, 
and have always been around the 
farm. My grandparents had cattle 
and quarter horses, and I always 
had a love for horses. When I was 
a kid, I rode bareback horses, but 
always wanted to try riding a bull; 
and from the very first time I tried 
it at 11-years old, I was hooked. I 
rode Junior Rodeo at the high school 
level. Because I did so well in high 
school, I got a full ride scholarship 
to college in Odessa, Texas. During 
my freshman year in 1992, I became 
the World Title holder for college. 
In 1995, I ultimately won the 
World Title becoming the first
person east of the Mississippi to 
win World Champion.”

Archdale, previously called Bush Hill, began as a predominantly Quaker settlement 
and changed its name to Archdale as a tribute to John Archdale, an early Quaker 

governor. It’s located just off Interstate 85 within minutes from High Point, the internationally 
known “Furniture Capital of the World,” and less than 20 miles from Greensboro. 

The Bush Hill Heritage Festival, one of North Carolina’s premiere family-fun festivals, is 
held annually in Archdale. This festival, born in 1986 as the bicentennial celebration of 
the Quaker settlement, combines music, events, games, and crafts. 

The Bush Hill Trading Post is an antique mall and general store which has become a fun 
place to visit and shop in Archdale, too. They also serve homemade ice cream, country ham, 

cheese, and a variety of candies. If you’re a treasure hunter this is a great place to go!

Kersey Valley Attractions is the most well-known place to go in Archdale for adventure 
seekers. People come from all over the state and beyond to play here. They have zip lines, a 
high ropes course, Escape Room, cornfield maze, laser tag, and an event barn that’s available 
for private parties, corporate events and weddings. Each Halloween for more than 30 years, 

they present their popular, Spooky Woods, voted #1 Scream Park in America by HauntWorld 
Magazine. The incredible costumes and special effects are frightfully fantastic!

In close proximity to Archdale’s restaurant and hotel corridor is Creekside Park & Greenway, 
offering a variety of recreational opportunities including tennis courts, baseball, softball, t-ball 
fields, shuffleboard courts, horseshoe pits, playgrounds, and just over three miles of walking trails 
along Muddy Creek. Creekside Park’s Orienteering Course is a 1.24-mile course with 12 control 
points, where an individual or group can test their navigation skills through diverse terrain. 
Finally, Creekside Park’s Disc Golf Course is an 18-hole course designed by Russell Schwarz with 
Innova Disc Golf, for recreational play as well as tournament play. It also features a six-hole novice 

loop designed for beginners and senior adults. 

Last, but not least, golfers of all skill levels will enjoy 
Holly Ridge Golf Links, a superb 18-hole golf course 
designed by Jim Bivins. Holly Ridge offers all the 
amenities of a private club including a restaurant 
and full bar situated by a lovely wrap-around porch 
where you can enjoy the view of a nice sunset, and 
golfers coming in on the 18th hole – all while 
enjoying a cocktail or sweet tea. 

Jerome Davis
World Champion Bull Rider
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Trinity

“I’m the sixth generation of 
my family in Randolph County 
going back before the Civil War. 
I’ve lived in the same square 
mile all my life, and I love it here. 
I feel such pride hanging onto 
the property that my family has 
worked hard for. I love the sense 
of familiarity and community. 
The people here are so nice and 
caring, and full of Southern 
hospitality. I also think it’s 
amazing that we can still 
find Indian arrowheads in 
the woods, and there’s still 
undisturbed land here with 
pretty wilderness and beautiful 
wildlife. This is definitely home 
for me!”

Donna Hughes
Singer-Songwriter

The City of Trinity is known as the birthplace of Duke University, originally called 
Brown’s Schoolhouse. Started in 1838, it took on the name Trinity College in 1859, and 
in 1892 moved to Durham where the name was changed to Duke University. The City 
of Trinity is located less than six miles from the High Point Furniture Market, which 
hosts the largest furniture industry trade show and shopping district in the world.   

Another historical landmark is the Dr. Thomas L. Winslow House, built in 1855, and now the 
home of Trinity Museum. For wine lovers, Zimmerman Vineyards is located on 140 acres at 
the foot of Mt. Shepherd, and they offer great weekend tours and wine tastings. Zimmerman 
Vineyards is one of the favorite places of local country and bluegrass singer-songwriter Don-
na Hughes, a lifelong resident of Trinity.

The largest area attraction is Linbrook Heritage Estate, which showcases Linbrook Hall, one of 
the largest privately owned homes in the southeastern United States. Also on the estate, The 
Historic Hoover House and the Neal Agricultural & Industrial Museum. The museum houses 
22 fully restored John Deere® tractors, a large collection of John Deere® memorabilia, a 
restored 1926 return-tube boiler from the former P&P Chair Company in Asheboro, a 19th 
century steam engine, antique electrical 
apparatus, and a rare Otto-Langen engine. 
All tractors and equipment displayed at 
the museum have been restored, both 
mechanically and aesthetically, and are 
periodically operated in demonstrations 
held on the estate. From the property, 
you can take in a view of America’s 
oldest mountain range, the Uwharries.



Randleman
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Randleman

Richard Petty
7-Time NASCAR Champion

“We have lots of cars at the Petty 
Museum, some that won Daytona, 
and some that won other races. It’s 
a family museum of memorabil-
ia, cars and other things from my 
father, my son, Kyle, my grandkids, 
as well as some of mine. 

Our museum is dedicated to 
preserving the Petty NASCAR 
legacy for my whole family, not just 
me. We have vintage cars, a kids “pit 
stop,” and historical  information 
about racing. It also holds a 
collection of vintage guns and 
belt buckles, a trophy room, and 
even my late wife, Lynda’s doll 
collection. The Museum is located 
right next door to the home I was

born in. On the other side of the 
museum, we have Petty’s Garage, 
all making up Petty’s Family 
Attractions. We hold events 
throughout the year for kids of 
all ages; and host PettyFest on 
the Saturday of Memorial Day  
weekend when the Coca Cola 
600 is held. PettyFest celebrates 
our fans by taking pictures with 
them and signing autographs, 
honors our veterans, and gives 
us an opportunity to bring in 
NASCAR people, as well as hold 
demonstrations. Each year at 
Christmas, we hold an event the 
kids love called, “Santa and The 
King.” It’s always a good time. 

There are so many things I love 
about Randolph County. I love the 
location because I can get to the 
mountains, the beach, Charlotte, 
Winston-Salem, South Carolina 
and Virginia so easily. I love the 
mild weather here. It’s very unusual 
to get a huge winter storm or 
even a hurricane because we’re 
just perfectly situated. I feel safe 
here because I grew up here, and I
understand the people. I just love 
it because it’s home. I’ve been to 

many different places, but I still 
choose to live here. It’s really my 
dream place to be, and that’s 
why my wife named our house, 
“Reverie Place,” because she felt 
the same way about where we live.”

Randleman has 
undergone a few 
name changes 
throughout the
years. The founding 
of Dicks Grist Mill 
in 1800 gave birth 
to what was 
originally called 
Dicks, named for 
Rick Dicks who 
owned the mill, 
and who is said to 
have laid the 
cornerstone for 
the city. Later it
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was named Union Factory; and finally, it was renamed Randleman after John B. 
Randleman, a mill owner.

Randleman is also known as the site of Randolph County’s most famous murder, that of 
Naomi Wise. The haunting folk ballad “Omie Wise” has kept the story of her murder alive 
for more than 200 years. Legend has it that Naomi, a poor but beautiful orphan girl, was 
courted by Jonathan Lewis, the son of a wealthy farmer. To avoid scandal after Naomi 
became pregnant with Lewis’ child, he drowned Naomi in Deep River. While the story 
lives on in song and legend, in fact, no one really knows who killed Naomi. 

Today Randleman is best known as the home of Richard Petty, aka “The King of 
NASCAR,” and other members of the Petty family including Richard’s brother, Maurice; 
and Dale Inman, all of whom are NASCAR Hall of Fame inductees.  
Petty Family Attractions is the most well-known site in the area. It includes the Richard Petty 
Museum, Petty’s Garage, and Historic Toomes-Petty House. The Petty Museum is dedicated 
to preserving the Petty family’s NASCAR legacy. There are cars, NASCAR memorabilia, family 
history, trophies, a kids’ “pit stop,” and a huge collection of Petty family 
collectibles including guns, belt buckles, including Lynda Petty’s doll 
collection. Next door at Petty’s Garage, people come from all over the 
United States and beyond to get their cars raised, lowered, and tricked 
out! They have vintage cars and new cars alike, so it’s fun for anyone who 
is an automobile enthusiast. The Toomes-Petty House is the birthplace of 
brothers, Richard and Maurice Petty. Built in 1924 by Robert Vernon Toomes, 
the home includes stunning history and family secrets of the early days of this 
legendary racing family.

Randleman is also the proud home of Victory Junction, a camp for chronically 
ill children. Built on land donated by Richard and Lynda Petty, the camp has 
raised millions of dollars to help kids attend from all over the US and beyond. 
To date, they have hosted more than 25,000 youngsters. 

The largest natural attraction in the area is Randleman Lake with approximately 
100 miles of beautiful shoreline to fish from. The lake is a reservoir on the Deep 
River, and is surrounded by a natural buffer of 2,975 acres with a lake surface 
of more than 3,000 acres. Recreational activities include boating, fishing, 
sailing, and paddle boating. 

Also notable is Randleman’s Commerce Square Park. Located in the center of 
downtown, it features passive recreation, 
water elements, a bandstand, farmers 
market, and beautiful mural (shown 
on the opposite page, top left) by 
hometown photo-realist artist, 
Susan Harrell featuring the 
Deep River. 

Right: Fishermen on Randleman Lake 
Below: Richard Petty stands in front 
of his iconic Dodge Charger



reputation as a pottery town. In the early 20th century a Raleigh couple, Jacques and 
Juliana Busbee, appreciated the local craftsmanship and used their marketing skills to 
promote Seagrove pottery outside the state, and soon collectors began to embrace the 
craft. By the late 1920s, Seagrove pottery was well-known from the galleries of New York 
to the garden shops of Florida. Throughout the 1950s, potters worked together to pro-
mote the area. As the 1960s and 70s were characterized by social changes across Amer-
ica, the 1976 Bicentennial Celebration ushered in a renewed interest in handcrafts. The 
development of ceramic arts programs by nearby community colleges led to the training 
of many area residents, and Seagrove potters continued to train their children or other 
interested apprentices. Studio artists began to settle in the area bringing 
visible changes throughout the remainder of the 20th century. In 1982, local potters 
and citizens, recognizing the strength of continuing to preserve the history and heritage 
of their craft, began organizing the Seagrove Pottery Festival to be held annually the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. This festival weekend has now grown to include both the 
Seagrove Pottery Festival and the Celebration of Seagrove 
Potters. Today, Seagrove has a vast range of shops and 
galleries scattered throughout the area where visitors 
can find everything from traditional tableware to folk 
and collectible art pieces, and even historical 
reproductions. 

Just off Seagrove’s main street, the North Carolina 
Pottery Center (interior view shown at right), the only 
statewide facility in the nation devoted solely to 
pottery, showcases permanent and rotating exhibits of 
pottery, artifacts, and photographs tracing North 
Carolina’s pottery history from Native Americans to the 
present. The building features natural wood and large 
windows, and has won several awards for architect, Frank 
Harmon. Its beautiful wooded lot also includes two additional 
buildings: The remodeled Voncannon House provides living 
space for the center’s artist(s)-in-residence, periodic interns, and 
occasional presenters and other guests; and a 1,500-square 
foot education building with wheels, electric kilns, and other 
clay working equipment. On the hillside, just below the 
education building, are two working, wood-fired kilns: a 
traditional groundhog and a double catenary arch kiln.

HeartofNorthCarolina.com  •  800.626.2672 12

Above: A face and dog jug 
from McKay Pottery while 
a potter (right) works her 
clay on her wheel

Seagrove
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Gene King
Owner, Seagrove Pottery

“At Seagrove Pottery, we feature the 
works of more than 50 local potters, 
10 regional potters, and a few out of 
the area. Although I’m not a potter 
myself, I simply love potters and 
pottery! My wife and family have 
always loved pottery. When I was 
young, I remember having our 
storage places and attic filled with 
antique pottery that my family had 
collected. When people came to visit, 
my parents would tell me to run and 
get our visitors a piece of pottery as 
a gift. I didn’t really understand it 
at first, but as the years passed I 
realized how much people cherished 
those pieces we gave them, and I 
grew to appreciate the craft and 
the gift of giving pottery myself.” 

Collecting pottery is nothing new, but in the last dozen years or so, it has turned into a 
must-do if you’re into supporting the arts, and creating fun bucket list adventures. 
Seagrove is considered “The Handmade Pottery Capital of the United States,” and people 
visit from as far away as China and Australia, and not to mention each of the 50 states.
There are now more than 100 individual potters to visit and collect from in the Seagrove 
area. Groups of people get in their cars, or even hire limos, to go from one pottery shop to 
the next to see what’s new and exciting in the pottery world, as well as seeing potters 
make their famous handmade traditional pottery that has been created here for generations! 
When you collect Seagrove pottery, you’re also supporting this large family of artists who 
make a living in this craft.

Seagrove is located just 15 minutes south of Asheboro, and approximately 40 miles 
northwest of Pinehurst. The beautiful drive to get from shop to shop is just part of the 
journey. The farmlands in the area are gorgeous, and it’s easy to slip back in time, and 
imagine what rural central North Carolina looked like not that many years ago. 

The first immigrant potters were mostly English and German, and they arrived in the 
late 18th century from 
Pennsylvania and 
Virginia. They probably 
settled first in the areas 
closest to the Great Wag-
on Road, which 
ran from Pennsylvania 
to Georgia, later 
migrating to Seagrove. 
The building of the Old 
Plank Road, and later 
the emerging railroad 
system, gave potters 
access to broader 
markets and helped 
establish Seagrove’s 
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Liberty & Staley
Originally named Liberty Oak, the town of Liberty was founded in 
1809, celebrating its Bicentennial in 2009. Due to its rich history 
and historic architecture, it become one of the few towns in North 
Carolina to be placed on the National Historic Register in 2001. 
The “Little Train Depot,” which was built sometime before 1905, 
is an excellent example of a turn of the century train station, and 
the most elaborate example in Randolph County. Liberty is also 
home of the 1802 Sandy Creek Primitive Baptist Church, the oldest 
surviving religious structure in Randolph County. The church was 
founded in 1755 by Elder Shubal Stearns, and is considered the most 
significant landmark in Baptist history, as noted by the nearby state 
historic marker designating it the “Mother of the Southern Baptist 
Church.” Liberty has its own claim to famous people, too. It is the 
birthplace of Major League Baseball player, Joe Frazier; and home 
to Colonel Guy Troy, modern pentathlon gold medal winner in the 
1951 Pan American Games; and World Skeet Shoot Champion, Craig Kirkman. Two popular 

movies were partially shot in Liberty: Killers 
Three (1968) and Children of the Corn III: The 
Final Sacrifice (1992). Morgan Reptile Replicas 
has also put Liberty on the map in an unusu-
al way. Former park ranger turned artist, Joe 
Morgan, has had his works purchased and shown 
all over the world. He makes exquisite life-sized 
replicas of everything from snakes to birds, frogs, and sea turtles. His replicas have 
been featured in museums, nature centers, botanical gardens, movie and television 
sets, and are owned by private collectors around the world. These artistic sculptures 
are shown alongside other artists in the Liberty Artisan & Craft Gallery located near 
downtown Liberty. 

Twice a year, Liberty hosts a huge event that has attracted people from all 50 
states, and various counties from around the world. The Liberty Antiques Festival, 
held each April and September, 
attracts approximately 10,000 
people over each two-day period. 

From small town people to huge Hollywood celebrities such as Bruce Willis and 
Julia Roberts, the event is a must-see! According to Vito Sico, founder of the 
festival, “…we started 25 years’ ago, in 1991 with 375 dealers from all over the 
country. We have vendors that come from Texas, Ohio, Florida, and across the 
eastern seaboard with about half from North Carolina. Some have been coming 
from out of state twice a year for 12 to 14 years in a row. We open the gates at 
8:00 am, and usually have more than 1,000 people waiting in line to get in.”

The nearby Town of Staley was founded in 1889, and 
was named after Colonel John Staley, a Confederate 
officer in the Civil War. The Marley House, a nearby 
historic homestead, was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1990. The house 
dates to 1816, and is a two-story vernacular 
dwelling of frame and log construction. A one-
story, gable-roofed frame rear wing was added 
in the 1840s or 50s. The town is located only five 
miles southeast of Liberty, and about 20 miles 
from Asheboro. Driving the country roads to 
get there is just part of the fun of visiting!
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Liberty

Franklinville

Staley

Morgan Reptile
Replicas & The
Liberty Antiques 
Festival

The cute town of Franklinville, located along the Deep River, 
is perfect for travelers who want to make a pit-stop along High-
way 64 for lunch, or to choose a scenic spot for a picnic 
or photo shoot.  

For those who love fishing, walking, jogging, or biking, check 
out the Deep River Rail Trail. This three-quarter mile trail is 
rich with textile history and sites linked to Native Americans 
and the Revolutionary War. The trail runs adjacent to the 
Deep River State Trail, a unit of the North Carolina State Park 
system. Mac Whatley, former mayor and well-known historian 
of the area says that Franklinville was the first mill village to 
become incorporated in 1846. The original Franklinsville mill 
village was developed by the mill corporation beginning in 
1838, on property adjoining the grist mill on Deep River 
belonging to Elisha Coffin, a miller and Justice of the Peace. 

The initial incorporator of the factory, Coffin developed the new town on the slope between his 
house and the mills. Officially named to honor Jesse Franklin, a former NC Governor and Con-
gressman, unofficially Coffin and his anti-slavery family and investors apparently meant to honor 
Franklin for his crucial vote to keep slavery out of the Northwest Territory.  
Faith Rock is a local Revolutionary War landmark where Colonel David Fanning, a Tory leader 
carried on a guerrilla war in central NC, capturing Whig leader, Andrew Hunter, in 1782 and 
setting him up for execution. Hunter grabbed Fanning’s horse, Bay Doe, and rode off. Fanning 

and his men gave chase, thinking Hunter would be trapped on the cliff above Deep River; but Hunter rode down the big treeless 
rock, about 75 feet above the river, jumped the horse into the water and swam away, escaping. Fanning couldn’t follow that kind 
of suicidal “leap of faith,” thus people started calling it Faith Rock. Publicly accessible, don’t forget your camera! 
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Ramseur is a small town that was founded in 1889, located 
conveniently just 11 miles from Asheboro, and approximately 
62 miles from Raleigh. It was named after the youngest Confederate 
general of the Civil War, Stephen Dodson Ramseur. Although it’s 
less than two square miles, visitors who enjoy making pit stops and 
sightseeing North Carolina’s quaint downtowns will love Ramseur! 
Who knows? You may even walk away with an unusual find from 
one of the antique shops on Main Street!

If you’re a history buff, check out The Ramseur Community Museum, 
also on Main Street, which displays a large collection of historic 
artifacts and memorabilia tracing Ramseur’s history from the 
community’s early settlement in the 1840s, through present day. 

Ramseur Lake, officially known as The Kermit G. Pell Water Based 
Recreation Facility, is an impressive place to go with the family with 
its picnic shelters, a playground, and fishing piers. Ramseur’s largest 
attraction is Millstone Creek Orchards, which opened to the public 
in 2004. Visitors can buy fresh fruit such as apples, grapes, peaches, 

berries and more, or pick their own. This family-owned and operated farm offers hayrides around the 
picturesque lake and Children’s Garden to the orchards. They have tours and a wonderful gift store that 
sells everything from fresh honey to all kinds of jellies and jams, homemade ice cream, and fun housewares 
and gifts from books to platters. And of course, they have everything apple related, from cold apple cider 
slushies to hot apple doughnuts! According to Beverly Mooney, Owner of Millstone Creek Orchards, 
“ . . . this is a great place for families and couples, friends, anyone really. It’s really a wonderful 
way to get outside and breathe in the fresh air and to get away from the everyday life and enjoy 
being in nature.”  




